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Ecosystems for everyone: Who should have access to the myriad benefits of ecosystem services and urban nature? Everyone. Does ever ...

P.K. Das
Know ecosystem services?
How many people know
what ecosystem services
mean? Maybe none, with a
miniscule exception, among
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those with whom I work and
engage on every day basis
in Mumbai. These people
include, politicians, middle
and upper-class citizens,
slum dwellers, workers,

We make strong
claims at TNOC about
the importance of
ecosystems. But how
should a poor person
in a slum care of these
against basic deficits
in safe water, housing,
and human rights?

activists, journalists,
educators, historians,
sociologists, economists, engineers, architects, planners and
municipal and government officials. We engage in a
substantially wide range of matters that affect our daily lives,
consuming our time and energy; open spaces, gardens,
beaches, waterfronts, creeks, wetlands, mangroves, forests,
trees, quality of life and environment and housing, and a host of
other urban development issues- transportation, city planning
and so on, human rights and law included.
Therefore, the challenge is, as I understand, first introducing the
very idea of ecological services into our dialogue, relating them
with other rights and thereafter building popular movements for
claiming and reclaiming access by all to ecosystem services.
Let me confess, here in Indian cities, we are far from it.
I live and work in Mumbai, a city of twelve million people, the
financial and trading capital of India. Real estate prices here are
amongst the highest in the world; while over 50% of its
population-six million people-live in slums. Services and
infrastructure in the slums and the city, are probably the worst
among big cities anywhere.
Interestingly, Mumbai has a long history of a number of
significant social and political movements: struggles of the
discriminated Dalit people led by Dr. Ambedkar, unionization of
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how can we champion the benefits of green to be true and
real? How can we consciously evaluate those services that
already exist, but of which we are not particularly aware, while
simultaneously furthering new ones?
Can The Nature of Cities prepare, to begin with, a short
campaign leaflet, brochure and posters for public
understanding? Various movements here can then use them or
appropriately modify them to spread the message and conduct
public discussions. Governments will be forced to look into
these concerns once there is growing public understanding of
the significance of ecosystems services and their rights of
access.

