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Juhu readents wm back open space

Camps On
Plot, Says HC

Linah Baliga | ram

= coring avietory against
a developer Juhu resi-
dents have won haclk an
W S open space admeasur
ing 2 00sq mt intheGulmohur
area of Julw-Vile Pade,

The Bombay high court lasi
month directed the developer
o free up a recreation ground
(RGY of what 1= around half an
acre and demolish the transii
cammyps and toilet bloclks he had
builion the plat. “Thisis vet an-
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other victory for residents in
their strugele to reclaim public
apen spaces in Mumbai. Tt also
sadly exposes the way some of-
ficials connive with desvelopers
inappropriating public proper
ty for privateprofit,” said archi-
tect P Dasandmember of the
NGO Save Open Spaces, which
filerl a PIL in 2012 in the high
courtover the land.

The i=sue's roots date to the
late 1960s, when the developer
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The case’s mots date to 1997,
when a builder mooted a
proposal to redevelop a slum
along the Irla nullah. Between
1998 and 2000, the developer
executed the slum
rehabilitation scheme on a plot
in Vile Parle<luhw, numbered
CTS 464, which was in fact
reserved as recreation

ground (RG):

e

U0 Slumdwellers
approached the HE protesting
against the sanction of the
slum redevelopment scheme
on land reserved as RG

iy

2001 An HC-orderad inguiry
found Mhadaissued an NOC for
the entire scheme though the
land did not belong Lot

2002 | The court directed that
the stale be compensated for
the loss of recreation ground
CT5 464 with eguivalent land in
the adjoining plot numbe red
CT5 455 (this too was part of
Lhe SRA scheme); no
development had appeared on

CT5 455 until then,
Subsequently, however, the
developer built transit camps
and Loilel blocks on CTS 455

2012 | Jhu residents caught

the developer covering anullah
passing through CTS 455 with
slabs, They alleged the
developer was doing this o
pass off the nullah land as
compensatory RG, An NGO,
Save Dpen Spaces, filed a PIL

2013 | The HEC ordersd on
arch 20 that the nullah land
cannot be used as RG

2013 | The court directed the
developer on April 17 Lo hand
over 2,000 sqm of RG from CTS
455 and from adjoining lands
(free of all encumbrances) to
the state, The developer will
now have Lo demalish the
transit camps and toilet blocks
from CTS 455, The court
ordered Lhe developer Lo
resubmil a revised proposal

to the Slum Rehabilitation
Authority forobtaining

fresh approvals based on

land profiles as approved

by the court

exgecuted a shum rehabilitation
scheme on a plot in Juhuvile
*arle that was in fact reserved
as recreation growmid in the de-
wvelopment plan. The reserva-
fion proscribed any develop

ment on  the plot. The
proseription was  highlighied
inawrit petition filed by the re-
settled]  slumichwellers in the
highcovrt in 2000,

The court ordered an mqui-

ry under thethen principal sec-
retary. Ravi Budhiraja. which
foumid that the Maharashira
Housing and Area Develop-
ment Anthaority had issued an
NOC for the slum rehabiliia-

tion scheme even though the
RG landdid nat belong toit.

2002, the HC directed that
the state govermment be com-
pensated for the loss of the ree-
reation ground with an equiva-
lent land in the adjoining plot
ithis too was part of the SRA
scheme), Until then, no dewel-
opment hadappearedon thead-
Jacent plat. But subssquently
the developer built  transit
camps and toilet blocks on it

Last yvear, locals noticed the
developer was covering with
slabe a nullah passing through
the plat the HC wanted given to
the state. The locals alleged it
was subterfuge. “The developer
showred the compensatory RG
ol the adjoining plot, as com-
muitted to the court, but placed 1
overthenullah,” said Das. Save
Open Spaces filed a PIL in the
high court against the develop-
enalleging relocationof the RG
over the mullah and misuse of
thereserver] RG plot.

Om April 17 of this year, the
high court passed its final or
der: It directed the developer to
submitarevised proposal tothe
Slum Rehabilitation Authority
for obtaiming fresh approvals
an land profiles as approved by
the court. Furthermaore, it or
dered the developer o demol-
1=h the ransit camps and toil et
blocles and hand i the state
2000z mi of the RG land they
currently stradidle. TOTs at-
tempits to contact the deve loper
werelnsuecessful,
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