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NGOs draw
plans to free
city of slums

Clara Lewis | T
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Mumbai: Social welfare groups working with
the poor have drawn up a five-point plan to
make Mumbai slumfree, their focus being on
slum redevelopment and generation of afforda-
ble housing, implementation of work and life
concept to allow formalization of the informal
eccnomy with legalentitlements and jobs.

The plan is part of the Development Plan
conaultative exercise initiated by municipal
commissioner Sitaram Kunie to ensure maxi-
mum participation and consultations before fi-
nalizingthe city's fate for the next 20 vears. The
wiorlshop will be conducted on January 11 at
the F-S8outh office between 2pm and Gpm and is
apen tothe puhblic,

Activistswant the BMC to apply town plan-
ningnorms toshum rehabilitation projects asii
doestothe restof the city, “If vou want tosee the
city freeof slums, thesame norms nesd to beap-
plied, ensure
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nning Author. ¥YEArs
ities and in so-
me areas, it shows the BMC will provide infras-
tructure, Builders will only take advantage,”
said ShwetaDamle, amemberof Committee for
the Right to Housing (CRH).

ArchitectPKDas, whoisalsoanactivist and
towmn-planner, said their chief demands were
that all slum land in the city be reserved for af-
fordable housing, “There isnomore public land
available in the city for social welfare projects
including affordable housing. 8o, slums must
be redeveloped to produce affordable housing.
There should be no commereial complexes on
theseplots,” said Das,

The NGOs, which include Mivara Haklk Su-
ralisha Samiti, CRH, Youth for Unity and Vol
untary Action{YUVAY, Slum Eehabilitation So-
ciety, along with Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, want the BMC to publish a map of all
alum-oceupiad landwith areas and population.
“Wewant the BMC to identify tenable and non-
tenableslums andstate reasonsfornon-tenabil-
it CRZ I slums must be identified along with
slums in eco-sensitive areas such as along riv-
ers,creels, bufferzones and mangroves,” mem-
berof YUVA Sitaram Shelarsaid. Thegroupal-
sowants the BMC tomaintainthe current FSLof
a for slum rehabilitation but at the same time,
aszess the density that will emerge upon devel-
oprment of the land.
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