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Is Mumbai shrinking?
Civic body believes so

Land Experts
Dispute DP
Prelim Study

Linah Baliga | ms

he boundaries of

Greater  Mumbai

as defined by the

BMCs  preparato-

rv atudy for Devel-
opment Plan (0P 200434 do
not include over 24 sq lkm, or
&,000 acres, of land belong to
the region, experis say The
sty records 458,28 =q lan in
the existing land use (ELLT)
map instead of the previously
acknowledzed 482,74 =sq lam,
thesy say Urban plammers ancd
architects  are  concerned
aboutthe missing areaand say
the BMCs omission would
leave the land vulnerableto ex-
ploitation.

“We want that the area of
Mumbai should be compre.
hensive and all inelusive, Owver
the years, new landshave been
createrd by land filling and =il-
tation in the ereclks. These ad-
ditional lands have to be in-
cluded  into the  area
calculation of Mumbai,” said
architect PK Das,

A mapping of Mumbars
enosensiiive areas and open
spaces was conducted by PE
Das & Associates and Mumbai
WaterfrontsCentre in 2012, Ac.
cording to it, the total area of
Mumbaiis 482,74 =q km.

“Thestate government hacd
aslied the BMC's Developmeni
Plan department to reconcile
o figures with that of Group
SCE (consultanis who con-
duected the BMC's DP study’) a
vear ago. AN exercise was
jointly carried out and Mum-
bais area was acknowledged
as 482,74 =q lon, Yet the BMC
continuestopublishitas455.28
aiplim... Allrivers creeles, salt-
pans and mangroves must be
mapped,” Das said

Envirommentalist Debi
Goenla, executive  trustes,
Conservation Action Trust,
explained  that the B®C
houndariesweres last drawn in
the 190s. Mo legislation has
been passed since then to ex-
tend the boundary The BMC™s
figure of 45827 sq lan dates
from a 198 revenue map is-
sued by the state government.

Das said siltation occurs in
creslis becanse of which man-
groves and mudflats expand.
But acivie afficial said, “Tand
formation is becauseof silf de-
posits but we cannot inchide
those areas. Accordingtoreve.
nue records, mangroves and
wetlands  are  separately
markedaswater bodies. ™

LAND USE PROFILE

PK DAS & ASSOCIATES
Category Area
Railway property Residential
ﬁé"prg"ts- defence, 1455 | |commercial 9
Major mads & 0 Offices 3.65
highways [ndustrial 224
Gardens & parks 249 | [Education amenities B4
Flaygrounds 301 1 edical amenities 332
Recreation grounds L18 2l m— .
Encroached Open e Social amenities 3.55
Space : Public utilities 1.06
Encroached space on 480 Transport &
No development Zone ; communication 52.95
Fizh drying yards 0.16 facilities
Lakes, ponds & tanks 108 urban villages 13

Creeks, rivers and

13.14 Primary activity

nallahs : ! 5 )
(fish drying, dairies, 56

Wetlands (salt pans) 5.0 dhobi ghats)

M angroves ol.42 =

e Th Unclassified 18.57

Promenades 0.12 Maturl areas & 13833

Hills, forests & 536 N oEa

National Park —]vacant land 33.73

NDZ {excluding hills, :

mangroves, 15 ||Special planning

wetlands) ared like BEC & 4322

Development ama” THLES Dharavi
TOTAL 482.74 | TOTAL 458.28

* For oS ng, | nOUS LN es, COMMETCE, Services

Y

Mangroves Hational
Ihl ™ Park

Juhu Beach
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2 vatlands &
| Mg roves
oo — Boundary draan

— byEMC
—— Boundary draen by PH Das &
Associaes

BMC boundaries were |ast

drawn in 1960 and after
that no legislation has been
passed toextend them, The
boundaries have changed. For
example, in Thane creek, there has
been heavy siltation. Thirty yvears
ago, the depth of the creek was 20
feet, Today, the water body has
shrunk and mangroves and
mudflats have expanded

Debi Goenka | execuTive TRUSTEE,
CONSERVATION ACTION TRUST

The extra land experts are talking about has been

taken from satellite images, which cannot he
included officially. Much of this land is covered with
mangroves, which surface during low fide. Mangrove cover
keeps increasing or decreasing. It doesn't mean a change
for the area of the metropolis —A civie official

ActivePaper-

http://epaper.timesofindia.com/Repository/getFiles.asp?Style= OliveXLib:LowLevel Entity ToPrintGifM SIE_PASTISSUES2&Type=text/htmI&Locale=english-skin-custom &Path=TOIM/2014/02/01&C hunkNum=0&ID=Ar00802

n



