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TO0 CL.OSED FOR COMFORT

City neighbourhoods barely have open spaces
for relaxation and enjoyment of the outdoors.
The result has taken a toll on our quality of life

Nauzer K Bharucha | TNy

dren’s playing areas. “It is a uni-
versally acknowledged scientif-

fought by a slew of spirited cit-
izens’ groups, activists and

NOT GREEN ENOUGH IN NEIGHBOURHOODS: OUR OPEN SPACE MAP

TOI Interactive

Q. Is Mumbai losing
open spaces to greed?
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their mind, but their fight to

save their daily bread led to one
of the successful campaigns—with
orders from the Bombay High Court.
A group of bhelpuri stall owners at
Girgaum Chowpatty moved the high
court against the BMC’s plan to de-
molish stalls in 1998.

The area around a water foun-
tain nearby was being misused as
were some spots on the beach. In
2001, the HC set up a committee to
chalk out an improvement plan for
the beach. The team had retired
judge Justice S C Pratap, senior

Beach beautification wasn’t on

The only issue now is vagrants on
the beach. There has to be constant
vigil, which is not happening. There
is also unauthorised occupation in
the gaps between parked boats
Rajan Jayakar |

MEMBER, HC-APPOINTED COMMITTEE FOR
IMPROVEMENT OF GIRGAUM CHOWPATTY BEACH

Sea Change

® In 1998, bhelwallahs moved the
HC against demolition of their stalls

® In March 2001, plan for a Bhel
Plaza and a panel for improvement
Of Girgaum Chowpatty was passed

@ Girgaum Chowpatty improvement
plan includes the beach, parks,
children’s play area, a club and a
restaurant, Birla Kreeda Kendra and
water sports at Choti Chowpatty

® The committee continues to have
a say in regulating beach activities

Indrani Malkani |

MEMBER, HC-APPOINTED COMMITTEE

lawyers Rafique Dada, Navroz Seer-
vai, Rajan Jayakar, public-spirited
resident Indrani Malkani, politi-
cian Pramod Navalkar, civic offi-
cial Subrat Ratho and eminent her-
itage architect Rahul Mehrotra.
Their efforts led to a structured bhel
plaza and, consequently, brought
about a sea change in the experi-
ence of a day out at the beach for
all Mumbaikars.

Over adecade later, the committee
is still going strong. “But some issues
are still pending and are in the process
of being worked out,” said Malkani.

Citizen participation is a powerful tool. The
transformation of Girgaum Chowpatty is an
example of how success can be

achieved in partnership with the
administration, thereby making

the system work successfully = &

A handful of us started
doing up the garden. We
dug pits, planted trees and
watered them. Slowly, the
patch started to
turn a lush green

Suresh Nair | MAROL
MILITARY ROAD RESIDENTS
WELFARE ASSOCIATION

The garden has proved to
be a blessing. The ladies
wing that we set up has
taken the initiative of
educating slum
children who
come every
evening

Ramesh Pandit |
MEMBER, MMRWA
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F:[10 most people, turning a
quarry into a garden re-
plete with trees, lawn and
different species of birds would
seem not just daunting but al-
most impossible. But a look at
the 6.5-acre garden ensconced
in a remote corner of Marol
shows that a group of people
with an aim to transform their
backyard can make it happen.

Since 2008, the rocky terrain
with about five levels has been
a favourite haunt of Marol res-
idents. The Bharatvan garden
has seen a growing stream of
visitors for walks, meetings, jogs
and sporting activities.

The metamorphosis of the
quarry has been more than an
uphill task. After realizing that
the quarry—an erstwhile haven
of drug peddlers and squat-
ters—was earmarked for a gar-
den, a group of residents got to-

Greening A Quarry

® In 2000-2001, members of
Marol Military Road Residents’
Welfare Association adopted a
quarry and endeavoured to
convert it into a garden

® Soon, politicians, including
state minister Suresh Shetty,
late MP Sunil Dutt, Avinash
Kubal of Mahim Nature Park
and various corporators began
to contribute to the effort

® In 2008, the 6.5-acre garden
spread across five levels was
thrown open to the public

® Today, the green relief
attracts visitors for walks,
meets and sporting activities

gether and decided to develop
it; members of the Marol Mili-
tary Road Residents’ Welfare As-
sociation (MMRWA) adopted the
plot in 2000-2001. What began as
ahumble endeavour by some to

revive a barren plot of land dur-
ing their free time, turned into
a larger effort with contribu-
tions from local politicians, in-
cluding state minister Suresh
Shetty, late MP Sunil Dutt,
Avinash Kubal of Mahim Na-
ture Park and various corpora-
tors. So far, the residents’ asso-
ciation has spent Rs 25 lakh on
the project.

Trupti Shetty, a resident in-
volved with the garden, said, “It
islike a mini-forest. The garden
is beautiful and there are many
varieties of trees. There is also
a small play area and children
love going there. It has brought
peace and freshness to our lives.
We do have problems of main-
tenance and security but then
we did convert a barren land
into a green space.”

» Continued on page 5




