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and dysfunctional urban landscapes. But

under the prevailing trend of
urbanization that is pursued by
government with its thrust on
privatization of common assets and
development works, the agents of

change relentlessly devise new ways of

damaging and breaking down the
landscape into disparate and often
conflicting fragments to achieve

business turnover and profit. My view is

that our counter struggles to repair &
unify our fragmented and disfunctional
urban landscapes will succeed only
when they are turned into significant
political movements.

TRES HEW METWORK

Mumbal: Increased awareness and
activism on the part of citkens has
aver the kst decade helped spruce up
soime stretches of the western water-
front. It started vith Girgaum Clow-
patty in 1938 when Shiv Sena leader
Pramed Mavalkar, a minister in the
then ruling Sena-BJF government,
took the lead in cleaning the beach.
“Girgaum iz a typieally middle
class dominated locality and thers are
few places where these peaple can go
For fresh adr or relacation. Al that time
Chowpatly was infested with beggars,
vagrants, malishwallas, hawhers and
it was rather unsafe for a family to
| a late evening. so [ decided to
i restore; it to these people, says
- Mavalkar,
Havalkar being in the ruling par-
ity certainly helped as he received co-
i operation from the collector's offlce
| and the palice, BMC now ensures the
i beach is clean at all times with the
i help of private contractors, a police
i watch tower and eight policemen who
i guard it at all thmes, What's mors, a
finod coatrt has ensured that stalls have
¢ been herded at one end and ars not
seatternd all over like eartier
Aslmilar initintive worked at Ban-

dra Bandstand and Carter Romd foo
Tollowing an incident in 1997-88 when
a ship narmed Zendong ran aground
off the Bandra coast. With the au-
thorities unwilling to clear the wreck,
there wers reports that it would be
converted into a floatel. “It was then
that we went to court against the pro-
posal and woos. Architect P K Das had
a plan for the beautification of the
beach and it served as a main catalyst
to restore the beach,' said Roshan
Dabaiwala, a longtime restdent and
mernber of the Carfer Road Residents’
Association.

Citizen activism hits
Mumbai’s waterfront

Dras. she sald, also helped obtain
funds from then MP Shabana Azmi te
tmplement it. Azmi gave Rs 1 crore
wsach to the Carter Road and Band-
stand ssaches. Today, not only do res-
idents and visltors enjoy an unre-
strictod view of the sea, but the prom
enades have ensured that the beach
is not encrosched wpon.

antl a food court bult at one end ts
dezongest the beach

Citizen activism and public action is influencing decisions

government take.

Our mission to re-connect the broken

urban landscape must not be given up,

in spite of the many despair and
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Seventy km seafronts in Mumbai are turned into backyards
of neglect and abuse. Photo: PK Das & Associates

state of natural areas, in particular,
across Indian cities. These areas are
subject to continuous abuse and misuse,
including indiscriminate dumping of
waste and landfilling in order to promote
various projects. Natural areas are split
into disparate parcels and the symbiotic
relationships that exist between them
are severed with damaging and often
irreversible consequences.

Similarly, in the process of building and
expanding cities, urban spaces too are
increasingly fragmented and segregated
into exclusive gated and ghettoized
colonies. As evident, urban spaces have
achieved various overtones on the basis
of race, gender, class, community,
religion and other forms of
discrimination.

The current trend of urbanization is
producing more backyards of
segregation, neglect and abuse of
people and places. Urban landscapes
stand increasingly divided. This dual
situation of ravaged and disparate
natural conditions and divided urban
spaces have led to deep cuts and
fissures across urban landscapes that
now characterize urban ecology. In such
a situation of fractured urban landscape,
achievement of sustainable cities
becomes our primary objective in the

https://www.thenatureofcities.com/2017/10/04/create-movement-repair-unify-fragmented-disfunctional-urban-landscapes/ 4/16



11/15/2017

To Create a Movement to Repair & Unify our Fragmented & Disfunctional Urban Landscapes — The Nature of Cities

Seafronts in Mumbai are turned into backyards of neglect
and abuse. Photo: PK Das & Associates

planning and design of cities.
Mapping and open data

It is with an idea of achieving unification
and sustainability of urban landscapes
that Open Mumbai plan was prepared,
beginning with mapping Mumbai’s
landscape. A sustained campaign
around the data obtained from mapping
and the Open Mumbai Plan has
succeeded in many ways. The current
draft Development Plan-2034 for
Mumbai has, for the first time,
recognized the natural areas covering a
vast stretch of over 160 km?, which
constitutes 30 percent of the area of the
city, by reserving them as “NA”, —
previously these areas were designated
as No Development Zones (NDZ) along
with other developable land reserved for
future growth demand.
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Public spaces developed along Irla Nullah in Juhu, Mumbai.
Photo: PK Das & Associates
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dk in 0
And T am proud that this is
. happening because people
have fought for this land
z = with several private parties
creating a Walk toraise funds. é i ifi and even the government
of Fame.” He adds, “We might ark, and bodies. Open spaces are a
Activist Ashoke Pandit, even seek help fror i ith must n this concrete jungle
been working with mdlls(rlalislshed Nel K idy under; that we call our home.”
dy finis} war ing rangement, i ¥ THE ROAD AHEAD
the green belt, which People have e s Beautication. of “nallas
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fought for this EETETE Iria, Das points out.that
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utilised 230 crore of his amphitheatre in  Vijay SLUTEOLOE urban development.” interacting,” Das sums up,

Public spaces developed along Irla Nullah in Juhu, Mumbai.
Seventy km seafronts in Mumbai are turned into backyards
of neglect and abuse.

That these natural areas are now
integrated into the overall idea of open
spaces for the city, as proposed in the
Plan, has been recognized too with a
number of planning recommendations.
For example, the plan includes
boardwalks along the edges of
mangroves and wetlands and open
space reservations on both sides of over
300kms of watercourses (restored
“nullahs” or drains of sewage and solid
waste). Hopefully, this designation for
the nullahs will stop the watercourses
from being treated as dumping grounds
and the water treated of the filth and
stink. More importantly, placing the
natural areas in the public spaces
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domain will, slowly but surely, lead to
people realizing the significance of
these assets in their daily life
experiences in their own neighborhoods
and the city. Such an outcome is already
evident in the ongoing “Reclaiming Irla
Nullah” project in the Juhu
neighborhood of Mumbai. Local area
citizens’ organizations have launched a
significant project of cleaning the nullah
water, developing landscaped walking
and cycling tracks on both sides and
connecting and developing adjoining
gardens and open spaces into an
expanding network of public spaces.

In order to intervene with an objective of
achieving unification of the divided
urban landscape, mapping would be a
good start. The process of mapping is an
effective means for mobilizing
participation. Promoting open data and
organizing public dialogue are key
tenets of democracy. Mapping is a
significant political act as it opens new
doors to socio-political understanding
and valuation of the various resources—
natural and man-made—while exposing
and challenging the deep nexus
between the various adverse forces that
has over the years severed the various
links and relationships.

A collective mapping process is also
necessary in order to challenge the
information and data that is meted out
regularly by governments and their
various agencies, which as we know, in
many instances is propagandist and not
necessarily in the wider public interest.
The illegally land-filled mangrove and
wetland areas manipulated for
construction of various infrastructure
and amenity projects or the case of
saltpan areas being reserved for
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affordable housing, are two such
examples.

Governments too legitimized encroachment and destruction
of natural areas.

Urban planning and design

For me, it is urban planning and design
that provides incredible power for the
achievement of the objective of
unification of people, places and nature.
It is for this reason | have been arguing
that participation in urban planning and
design need to be considered a right,
and that popularization and
democratization of the same is, itself, an
important step. We can plan cities taking
into account existing land occupation
patterns, particularly slums and informal
sectors, rather than cause
displacements due to the imposition of
land use plans that are based on
skewed planning standards and vested
political interests. We must re-envision
our cities on the basis of unification of
the disparate parts. Achieving contiguity
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